Re: Performance Trends Newsletter (updates) 


To: Visitors to Performance Trends Website 


Subject: Product News/Updates, Aug, 2002 


1) Failure of Inertia Dyno Shaft 


2) New Product: Fuel Economy Calculator 


3) 4 Link v2.0 A.007 Now Does Ladder Bars 


4) Cam Analyzer v3.2 Update 


5) Price reductions for DataMite 


6) Updated Fuel Injector Calculator 


7) PDF Files on Website 


8) Last June's Newsletter 


------------------------------------------- 


1) Attention Inertia Dyno Operators: Dyno Shaft Failure Rick Northcraft of BYE Racing Engines reported a shaft failure on his inertia dyno. It was a pretty standard sized flywheel (approximately 24" x 1") and used a standard hollow 1.25" kart axle. The axle shaft broke right at the edge of the flywheel, luckily at low RPM. Rick estimated he had about 7000 pulls, so the axle did last quite a while. It is strongly recommended that you use solid or very thick wall shafts, shafts larger in diameter than 1.25", and that you periodically check for cracks in the shaft at the edge of the flywheel. (IMPORTANT: Even though you check for cracks, they may form so fast that they form and the shaft fails all during a single pull. Therefore don't feel safe that just because you check for cracks you won't have a shaft failure.) You can email Rick at sanrick77@citynet.net <mailto:sanrick77@citynet.net> if you want to discuss anything with him. This type of failure at higher RPM could have disastrous consequences! 


------------------------------------------- 


2) New Product, Fuel Economy Calculator We just released a program to help calculate the effects of engine and vehicle modifications on cruising MPG. This is the only program available to do detailed MPG estimates and comparisons. Visit <http://www.performancetrends.com/fuel_economy_calculator.htm> and see how it works. At the bottom of this page, click on the Download Demo button to try it FREE. $79.95 will activate it. Since it is new, we're interested in comments and feedback. 


------------------------------------------- 


3) 4 Link v2.0 A.007 does Ladder Bars We just published a new version of 4 Link Calculator on the web. This one now does Ladder Bars (unfortunately the demo will not show you the Ladder Bars option). Visit <http://www.performancetrends.com/4link.htm> to download a demo. If you already own the 4 Link, this free update will let you choose Ladder Bars or a 4 Link. 


------------------------------------------- 


4) Cam Analyzer v3.2 Update We have posted the new 32 bit version of Cam Analyzer v3.0 on the website for you to download. Visit http://www.performancetrends.com/download.htm#ca <http://www.performancetrends.com/download.htm> to download the latest demo or http://www.performancetrends.com/download.htm#ca <http://www.performancetrends.com/download.htm> to view a PDF file of just the changes. The 32 bit version lets you use longer, more descriptive names for your files, and lets you easily delete or rename files using standard Windows 95/98/Me/2000 commands and is more compatible with some newer printer drivers, USB printers, and Windows 2000 and XP. Other enhancements include larger main screen and graph screen layout; several new edit features, like copying or swapping lobes; more streamlined working with either Millimeters or Inches of tappet lift; exporting files in Comp Cam's (tm) to Engine Analyzer Pro for easier mixing of different lobes and swapping intake to exhaust; more accurate smoothing for data recorded at larger increments than 5 degrees; ability to manually enter degree wheel increments so you can concentrate on areas of the lobe of most interest; and more. Update cost from version 2.0 is $30, from the old DOS version 1.1 is $55. 


All new orders of the Cam Analyzer are receiving the new version 3.2. 


------------------------------------------- 


5) Price Reductions for DataMite We have found some new sources for certain DataMite sensors and accessories, allowing us to reduce some prices. They are posted on the website and include the Optical Isolator (from $110 to $100), DataMite II exhaust thermocouples (from $60 to $45), USB to Com Port converter (from $80 to $50), linear displacement (shock travel) sensor (from $260 to $210), and more. Visit <http://www.performancetrends.com/DataMitePricesOnly.htm> to check out the new prices. Let us know if you want an updated quote on a system we quoted in the past. 


------------------------------------------- 


6) Updated Fuel Injector Calculator Some users had suggestions for the new Fuel Injector Calculator, the main one being providing a list of common injectors with part #s and application. We've now included this feature. Visit http://www.performancetrends.com/download.htm#efi <http://www.performancetrends.com/download.htm> to download the latest demo to get this free update. 


------------------------------------------- 


7) PDF Files on Website We are switching over to providing our user's manuals as PDF files on CD rather than printed manuals. These manuals will be available on the web for people to view for pre-sales info or to replace lost or damaged manuals. There are also update supplements, which just cover the updates to certain products. These supplements can be quite handy in letting you determine if you need a product update. Visit <http://www.performancetrends.com/pdf_documents_page.htm> to see what PDF files are available. 


------------------------------------------- 


8) Last June's Newsletter Here are the topics covered in our previous newsletter. If you would like another copy of June 2002's newsletter for detail on these topics, email us requesting it. 


1) New Product, Fuel Injector Calculator 


2) New Product, Black Box Data Logger (for flow bench or weather station) 


3) Updated Suspension Analyzer v1.1 C on Website 


4) Recent Media Coverage 


5) Updated Roll Center Calculator v2.0 Now On Website 


6) Released Drag Race DataMite Software Now Available 


7) Noise Fix for DataMite Thermocouples (temp sensors) 


------------------------------------------- 


If you do not want further updates on Performance Trends products for racing and engine building, reply to this letter with REMOVE in the subject. 





